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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Deepening Our Impact

Our overarching goal at Junior Achievement is to continue
increasing our impact on young people by fostering entrepreneurship,
enhancing education, helping them realize their talents and

potential, and connecting established professionals with students poised
to begin their careers. Over the past year, we've reached more than 14,000
students.

The ultimate measure of our success is not just how many students we serve, but
how deeply we inspire and prepare them for success. Addressing big challenges
requires bold, innovative solutions.

To meet these objectives, we are reaching further, aspiring higher, and innovating in
significant ways. Over the past year, we've developed customized programming, built
powerful partnerships, and shifted our focus to prioritize middle and high school students.
This age group has shown a significant need for targeted resources to better prepare them
for their futures.

Here are some key milestones and initiatives driving our impact:

e Customized programming with long-term benefits: For the first time in over 20 years,
we're serving more middle and high school students than elementary students. This
programming was in response to educators' urgent calls to address learning gaps and
better prepare students for success.

e Advancing financial literacy requirements: Following Ohio’'s new law requiring high school
students to complete a full semester course in financial literacy for graduation, JA is
working closely with educators to meet this mandate with flexible, standards-aligned
solutions and local support.

e Exploring JA BizTown and Finance Park expansion: We are in discussions with
community leaders and educators to bring a JA BizTown/Finance Park facility to Eastern
Ohio. This transformative program, already in place in over 20 states, combines 12 weeks
of financial literacy & work readiness lessons with an immersive, hands-on capstone
experience.

Thank you for being an integral part of our journey and progress. Your generosity and
support enable us to create these life-changing learning experiences and inspire the next
generation of leaders. Together, we are making a lasting impact on our young people.

With gratitude,
Michele Merkel
President, Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio
Our purpose is to inspire and prepare young people
to succeed in a global economy.
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SCHOOLS
SERVED

(Number of programs per school)
ASHTABULA COUNTY

1,416 Students Served
Ashtabula County Technical & Career Campus (2)
Conneaut High School (2)

Conneaut Middle School (9)

Geneva High School (2)

Grand Valley Elementary School (1)

Grand Valley High School (5)

Grand Valley Middle School (10)

Jefferson Area Senior High School (2)
Pymatuning Valley Primary School (1)
Pymatuning Valley Middle School (16)
Pymatuning Valley High School (6)

COLUMBIANA COUNTY

1,994 Students Served

Beaver Local Middle School (1)
Crestview Middle School (1)

David Anderson Jr./Sr. High School (7)
East Liverpool Jr./Sr. High School (2)
East Palestine Middle School (7)

East Palestine High School (1)
LaCroft Elementary School (1)
Leetonia High School (2)

McKinley Elementary School (9)
North Elementary School (1)

Salem Senior High School (1)
Southeast Elementary School (12)
Southern Local Elementary School (1)
United Local Elementary School (1)
United Local High School (1)

MAHONING COUNTY

4,831 Students Served
Academy for Urban Scholars (1)

Akiva Academy (1)

Austintown Fitch High School (1)

Austintown Middle School (12)

Boardman Center Intermediate School (4)
Boardman Glenwood Jr. High School (1)
Boardman High School (1)

Canfield Middle School (1)

Choffin Career & Technical Center (4)

East High School (4)

East Middle School (25)

Educational Service Center of Eastern Ohio (1)
Hilltop Elementary School (20)

Holy Family (14)

Inspiring Minds Youngstown (2)
Jackson-Milton Elementary School (23)
Jackson-Milton Middle/High School (2)
Kirkmere Elementary School (6)
Lowellville High School (1)

MAHONING COUNTY, cont.

Mahoning County Career & Technical Center (2)
Montessori School of the Mahoning Valley (2)
Paul C. Bunn Elementary School (10)

Poland Seminary High School (3)

Rich Center for Autism (1)

South Range High School (1)

Springfield Elementary School (1)
Stambaugh Charter Academy (1)

St. Charles School (1)

Struthers Elementary School (7)

Struthers Middle School (17)

Struthers High School (1)

Valley Christian Elementary School (1)
Western Reserve Jr./Sr. High School (3)
Youngstown Academy of Excellence (1)

TRUMBULL COUNTY

6,568 Students Served

Badger Middle School (1)
Baker Elementary School (1)
Bloomfield Middle/High School (2)

Blott Guy Elementary School (1)

Bristol Elementary School (2)

Brookfield High School (15)

Brookfield Middle School (2)

Central Elementary School (9)

Chalker High School (2)

Champion High School (4)

Champion Middle School (21)

Girard Intermediate School (18)

Holy Trinity Orthodox Christian Academy (1)
Howland High School (1)

Hubbard High School (11)

Hubbard Middle School (24)
Jefferson PK-8 School (1)

Labrae Intermediate School (1)
Lakeview Elementary School (5)
Lakeview Middle School (17)
Liberty High School (14)

Lordstown Elementary School (1)
Lordstown High School (1)
Maplewood Elementary School (1)
McGuffey PK-8 School (1)

Newton Falls Elementary School (1)
Niles McKinley High School (1)
Seaborn Elementary School (1)
TEACH (4)

Victory Christian School (2)

Warren G. Harding High School (19)
Willard K-8 School (10)
YouthBuild Trumbull County (1)




PLATINUM ($10,000+)
Ashtabula Foundation
Burton D. Morgan Foundation

Globex Corporation

Ohio Department of Commerce

Ohio Department of Education & Workforce

State Farm

Taco Bell Foundation

William M. Neckerman Jr. Foundation
Youngstown Foundation
Youngstown/Warren Regional Chamber

GOLD ($5,000-$9,999)

Aimee & Lulu Seidel Foundation

Cafaro Foundation

FactSet

Muransky Companies

PNC Foundation

Senator Maurice & Florence Lipscher Fund
TIX Foundation

SILVER ($1,000-$4,999)

717 Credit Union

898 Marketing

Gina Alexander

The Arnett Family Fund of the CFMV
ASECU

The Ashtabula Foundation-Joseph Misinec
Matt Baird

Baird's Tree Service LLC

Jessica Bancroft

Bodine and Company, LLC

Butech Bliss

Dr. Patrick Callihan

Joseph Chepke

Brian Commons

David Deibel

Ellwood Aluminum

Ellwood Engineered Castings

Exodus Industrial, LLC

Farmers National Bank

Frances Schermer Charitable Trust
Fulton & Associates Balance Co.

G & S Refrigeration

Gazette Newspapers, Inc.

GBRT Real Estate LLC

The Healthy Smile Center

HD Growth Partners

Helen & Walter Bender Memorial Fund
Helene P. Kaighin Charitable Trust

I.J. Van Huffel Foundation

INEOS KOH

Jamestown Container Companies
Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates

Ken Ganley KIA of Boardman

The Kennedy Family Fund of the CFMV
Lake to River Economic Development

DONORS

SILVER, cont.

Dayna Liberati DiRienzo

Luckett Healthcare

Mahoning Valley Scrappers

Holly Mayernick

Dr. Sean McGrath, M.D.

Mercy Health Foundation Mahoning Valley
The Middlefield Banking Company
Molly Maid of Mahoning/Trumbull

MR Lab Services LLC

Mullen Insurance Solutions

Pelorus Financial Group Inc.

Terri Peterman

Phantom Fireworks Corporate Offices
Rajiv Taneja DMD, Inc.

Jamie & Jeralyn Runyan

Salem CDJR

Ralph Sass

Bob & Linda Sebo

Aaron Tangeman

The Schmutz Family Foundation

Team Recovery Inc.

The Thomases Family Endowment of the YAJF
UpPS

Valley Economic Development Partners
Wabtec

Wadsworth Solutions

Warren ECC Foundation

William J. Bruder Trust

Warren P. Williamson, Jr. Fund of the YF
Yurchyk & Davis CPAs

BRONZE ($500-$999)
Charles Bell

Kathryn Bland

Chris Brecht State Farm Insurance, LLC
DGPerry CPAs & Advisors

Hon. Renee DiSalvo

Maureen Drummond

Fireline, Inc.

Gateways for Better Living
Geneva-Liberty Steel Ltd.

Infinity Resources, Inc.

Eric Merkel

Michael Myhal

Josephine Notter

Olsavsky Jaminet Architects, Inc.
Packer Thomas CPAs

Penn Care, Inc.

R.T. Vernal Paving, Inc.

Reliable Consulting Group LLC
Edward Saadi

Erdal Saral

Taneja Associates Ltd. Partnership
The Schwebel Family Foundation
Donald Trummer

Dr. Louis Volino

Wall St. Coffee Company
Kathleen Worhatch



Vito Abruzzino

Ace of Diamonds
Samantha Allen

Marcy Angelo

Animal Hospital of Orwell
Tracy Arcaro

Tarik Awad

Lawrence & Amanda Baker
Shaelynn Ballard

Sherry Barto

Dr. Daniel Barton

Cheryl Basista

Anita Beavers

Brittany Bennett

Susan Berny

Better Business Bureau of MV
Kim Bettile

John Blaney

BLI of Metroplex Ltd.
Shauna Blizzard

BOC Water Hydraulics
Geraldine Bown

Patrick Burgan

Debra Burger

Rene Butler

Christine Caban Phillips
Angie Camelli

Henry Cardillo

Debbie Carney

Nicole Carney

Sherri Cline

Rick & Linda Coblitz
Community First Credit Union
Frederick & Janice Coombs
Cortland Computer
Thomas & Janet Costello
Paula Covell

Enzo Dechellis

Robin Deemer

Gina DeNiro

Stefanie Dermott

DeSalvo Construction Co., Inc.
Atty. Martin Desmond
Laura Dewberry

Jim Diamond

Cody Dillon

Sharon Drummond

Jerry Dugan

Christine Frazier

Jim Gasior

Jennifer Gasser

Jon Glink

Grand Valley ACC

Grand Valley Public Library
Greene's Enterprises, LLC
Jack Gregorin

Guidelight Financial Group
Hays Enterprises Inc.
Shannon Herstine

Hill, Barth, & King LLC

Dr. Traci Hostetler

Marie Houston

Stacey Huffman
Huntington National Bank
Josie Hutson

David Izzo

Jessica Jay

Geraldine Jenkins

DONORS

PARTNERS ($100-$499)

Rose Johnson

Beth Judy

Kent State University at Ashtabula

Joseph & Juli Kilgore

Tifinie LaComb

Lake City Plating

Dana Learn

Belinda Leonard

Tiffany Llewellyn

Jim Long

Lisa Long

Michelle Mather

Robert McClusky

Michele Merkel

Michelle Mitcham

Melissa Morehead

Jacob Nord

Rob Palowitz

Ryan Pastore

Jacob Perts

Peter Rossi & Son Memorial Chapel

Aaron Pitko

PNC Financial Services Group

Linda Profant

Andrew Remillard

Suzy Richards

Ringer Screen Print

John Rocco

Rockwood Painting Contractors

Stephanie Roloff

Lynn Ross

Tim Ross

Kelsey Rubeis

Amber Rumbaugh

Thomas & Jeanette Ryser

Sandra Saffell

Julie Santha

Candice Schiavi

Carley Schmied

James Sebastian

Judy Sees

SERVPRO Team Dobson

Lorilyn Shandor

Sherman Creative Promotions, Inc.

Bruce & Carol Sherman

Morris & Esther Simon Philanthropic
Fund of the YAJF

Tiffany Simone

Tina Simone

Sky Zone Lexington

Rosea Smith

Charlie & Jeanine Spirtos

Sally Stamp

Carol Statum

Lisa Stephenson

Kristen Taylor

Team Office Technologies

Robin Thome

Lindsay Tipton

Melissa Tullis

CJ Turner

Miriam Valentin

Jessica Van Epps

Nick & Christine Vavpetic

Tom Velasquez

Gregg Warner

Waypoint 4180

Jeanna Williams

FRIENDS (<$99)

Kelly Adams
Virginia Anderson
Rosalind Anzevino Gay
Patrice Aronson
Mary Atkinson
Marjorie Baker
Amber Ballard
Charisse Barbian
Jessica Beauchamp
Karen Berencsi
Kellie Bietsch

Ray Burt

Linda Butcher
Paige Butcher
Debra Butts

Kim Carter

Dawn Cerbone
Danielle Chambers
Jane Digiacomo-Hanes
Kayla Dillon

Nicole Dillon
Wendy Eland
Raymond Elersich
Pamela Elliott

Dan Engleman
Lynn Fatica
Jonathon Fauvie
Jeniene Ford
Tamatha Ginn
John Glavickas
Becki Gonzalez
Tanisha Graham
Julia Gunger

H.J. Ziegler Heating Co.
Darlene Hallsky
Joanna Hodges
Atty. Nicholas larocci
Ashley Jackson
Sara Jackson

Kari Jacobs

Katie Keane

Felicia Larson
Jeremy Lawless
Melanie Lawson

Dr. Betty Jo Licata
Kelly Logan

Terri Ludiciani
Wilma Luoma
Michael Maffitt
Shannon Magmore

Melissa Maki
Elizabeth Maxey
Kellie McGinnis
Arielle McNutt
Elizabeth Miller
Teresa Miller

Lori Naples

Heaven Nelson
Jaclyn DiFrangia Nelson
Ohio Hometown Insurance
Lisa Panko

Maria Pappas

Jayne Pavia

Jeff Perrotta

Olivia Pierce

Travis Pownell
Shane Preston
Cassandra Pruitt
Sandra Ranck
Marcelle Raphtis
Lori Riley

Janice Ruehle

Ann Sabo

Sheena Sanchez
Walter Sardich

Toby Scharf

Ben Seidner

Bridget Shilling
Susan Shilton
Michelle Silver
Debbie Skaggs

Lori Ann Slimmer
Robert Smallwood
Joseph Sokol
Jennifer Stein

Bailey Sweeney
Debbie Tarr

Julie Thompson
Leighann Thompson
Mary Ann Thompson
Holly Tindall

TRu Consulting
Janey Ulery

Cecilia Van Dam
Kelly Vennette
Felisa Vogrin
Shannon Weimer
Dr. Holly Welch
Ryan & Amber Wintz




PROGRAM
VOLUNTEERS

Daniel Adams
Danielle Adams
Amanda Angelo
Marcy Angelo
Krista Antonucci
Penny Armeni
Stanley Armstrong
Tracie Balentine
Amanda Banner
Joe Barbutes
Jolene Barbutes
Dianna Barnett
Chad Bean
Samuel Beck
Daniel Belistein
Todd Bendis
Jamie Blott
Angela Bowman
Heather Brammer
Chris Brecht
Jason Briell
Matthew Brophy
Stacia Brown
Melissa Bucci
Rachel Burch
William Burgess
Michelle Burke
Molly Burke
Kate Bushey
Brian Cain
Victoria Calder
Chelsea Caldwell
Sarah Calhoun
Dr. Patrick Callihan
Leslie Carnevale
Jean Carter
Shanna Chasebi
Floyd Cline

Anne Marie Coleman

Matthew Connelly
Janice Coombs
Christine Cope
Stephanie Costello
Kimberly Cox
Thomas Crew
Tiaera Crow
Melissa Crown
Brianna Curry
Jacky Cvetkovich
Alicia D'Angelo
Joseph Danyi
Donnie Davis
Christina Deal
Dominic Dean
Rachel Dean
Caleb Demoss
Laura Dewberry

Katelynn Dibble Woissol

Ashley Dilisio
Mia DiRienzo Olson
Renee DiSalvo

Emily Dobran
Heather Dornon
Jerry Dugan
Janet Dyer
Matthew Erd
Brianna Farmer
Gabby Farmer
Jonathon Fauvie
Joanna Feathers
Austin Fenslage
Conall Ferrie
Meri Fetkovich
Carl Foote
Kristen Foster
Jillian Fox
Amanda Friday
Rita Fuscoe-Bullen
Jennifer Gasser
Zach Gay

Abby Gerchak
John Green
Jessica Gregory
Deborah GCrinstein
Ginger Grilli
Anna Grzebieniak
Jonathan Guerrier
Jessica Handel
Jenee Hardy
Steve Harmon
Matthew Hawout
Lindsay Helbley
Nancy Hesidenz
Harleigh Hodge
Joshua Hoffman
Sam Huston
Christina Hutson
Maria Hydell
Peppe Ignazio
LUAnne lzzo
Heather Jackson
Richard Jackson
Eric Jay

Deana Klindworth
Haley Kohl
Shawn Korpi

Tim Kraus
Allison Kukura
Michael Kurish
Ginger Lacey
Tifinie LaComb
Erick LaGroux
Scott Landis
Felicia Larson
Bob Lebzelter
Susan Leetch
Amanda Lehtonen
Caroline Lencyk
Julie Lengyel
Robb Lightell
Jaime Loew

Jim Long

Diana Lurtz

Mark Lytle

Ali Macioge

Coji Maddona
Melissa Maki
Larry Maniche
Kurt Marlow
Kelly Marlowe
Katie Mattinson
Mike Matuszak
Anna Mays
Elizabeth McDuff
Brian Mellott
Tiffany Mellott
Ryan Mentkowski
Michele Merkel
Sue Mikel

Teresa Miller
Michael Mock
Melissa Morehead
Jennifer Morgenstern
Savanna Morrison
Marlin Moschell
Jason Mumaw
Chelsea Munrow
Megan Murphy
Mia Nappi
Carissa Nardo
Michael Narducci
Dalton Neely
Caitlin Nemergut
Marty Nosich
Mindy Notte
Kristen Palm
Brian Paloski
Sydnee Pape
Chet Paul

Christy Paul
Taylor Pease
Gina Peplow
Michael Perry
Deidre Petrosky
Mariya Pirolli
Madeline Pisarcik
Stephen Poulton
Kaitlyn Profera
Danielle Raines
Danielle Rankinen
Jackie Rasile
Kaycie Rau
ShyAnn Redick
Mackenzie Regelman
Lara Reibold
Janique Roberts
Cailin Rose
Jacob Rouan
Kathy Safrenele
Heather Sahli
Kristi Sanchez
Allison Sandusky
Holly Sandy

Ralph Sass
Carla Savko
Lee Schwebel
Natalie Scott
Sylvia Scott
Shannon Seese
Joe Seminara
Laurie Seminara
Katie Seminara-DeToro
Jessica Seminara-Tomczyk
Eric Senor

Kayla Serrecchio

Frank Sferra

Jena Shapona

Mariah Sharpe

Amy Shelby

Tori Shina

Kristina Showalter
Jessica Slifka

Eli Souders

Bri Spencer

Charles Spicuzza, Jr.
Melia Stackhouse
Briana Stankich

Harry Steele

Adriana Stone

Julie Strickland
Christine Sutton

Noelle Swartz

Melissa Takas

Jordan Taylor

Kristen Taylor

Gabriella Tessema

Molly Theil

Jacqueline Truitt

Debra Trush

Lisa Vallas

Chad Vavpetic

Felisa Vogrin

Kelly Wajda

Rachael Warino

Gregg Warner

Dana Warren-Tolios
Steven Weeden

Ashley Wendel

Kristen West

Mark Winchell

Kathleen Worhatch
Maysoon Yasin

Angela Yohman

Stacey Yoho



BOARD & STAFF

EXECUTIVE

Gregg Warner, North Star Critical Care
Board Chair

Teresa Miller, Valley Economic Development

Partners

Treasurer

Caitlin Nemergut, ASECU

Secretary

Maureen Drummond, TRu Consulting
Vice Chair

Laura Dewberry, YSU Center for Nonprofit

Leadership
Vice Chair

Dr. Rajiv Taneja, Rajiv Taneja DMD, Inc.

Vice Chair
Amber Wintz, INEOS KOH
Vice Chair

EMERITUS

Kristina Herrmann, Covelli Enterprises
Dr. Betty Jo Licata, YSU WCBA

Mike Kurish, ASECU

Kathleen Worhatch, KeyBank, Retired

STAFF

Michele Merkel

President

Mia DiRienzo Olson

Education Relationship Manager
Joanna Feathers

Learning Experience Manager
Kristen Taylor

Development & Special Events Manager

Kayla Serrecchio
Program Coordinator, Intern

DIRECTORS

Vito Abruzzino, Columbiana County Prosecutor's Office
Tarik Awad, Cohen & Company

Katie Barca, SERVPRO Team Dobson

Cheryl Basista, Cardinal Mooney High School
Matthew Brophy, 7 17 Credit Union

Anne Coleman, FactSet

Renee DiSalvo, Youngstown Municipal Court
Jonathon Fauvie, Medical Mutual

Julie Greene, Greene Enterprises, LLC

Denise Holloway, Trumbull County ESC

Dr. Traci Hostetler, ESC of Eastern Ohio

Ruthie King, The Youngstown Chapter of the Links, Inc.
Tifinie LaComb, Huntington Bank

Erick LaGroux, E.I.F Entertainment & Media Productions
Jim Long, The Middlefield Banking Company

Melissa Maki, The Middlefield Banking Company

Brian Mellott, The Muransky Companies

Melissa Morehead, KeyBank

Rocky Page, Farmers National Bank

Maria Pappas, Youngstown City Schools

Tina Parker, ONE Health Ohio

Aaron Pitko, DGPerry CPAs & Advisors

Kaitlyn Profera, Premier Bank

Frank Sybelnik, PNC Bank

Lindsay Tipton, Vallourec USA Corporation

Donald Trummer, HD Growth Partners

Chad Vavpetic, Equitable Advisors, LLC

Felisa Vogrin, Woodforest National Bank

Megan Wagner, SEMI Foundation

Dr. Holly Welch, Jackson-Milton Elementary School
Denise Wolf, Jewish Community Center of Youngstown

ASHTABULA ADVISORY BOARD

Todd Bendis, Lake City Plating

Chris Brecht, State Farm Insurance

Jaime Loew, The Middlefield Banking Company
Holly Mayernick, Infinity Resources

Chad Vavpetic, Equitable Advisors

Amber Wintz, INEOS KOH

Scott Wludyga, A-Tech

Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio
1601 Motor Inn Dr. #305 | Girard, OH 44420
330.539.5268 | michele.merkel@ja.org
easternohio.ja.org



